

The Planning Committee
MILBORNE PORT PARISH COUNCIL
The Minutes of the Planning & Environment Committee meeting
The Town Hall 
Tuesday 20th January 2026 7:00 pm 

Present: 
Councillors: 		Mr Rob Lockey (Chair)	Mrs M Capon (Vice-Chair)
Mr C Phillips			Mr J Price
Mr T Watts	

In Attendance: 
The Deputy Parish Clerk & Committee Officer: Nathalie Hetherington
4 members of the public in connection 71(a) until 7.34 pm. 

Public Question and Comment Time: 
The planning enforcement issue in Brook Street was raised and a request made for the Parish Council to request that Somerset Council inspect the site and take action, and for there to be a fair application of planning process. Cllrs. Clark and Hayward were involved with residents’ concerns in February 2025 but there has been no progress since.  

	Agenda 
Number:
	
Agenda Item:

	
66
	
Apologies for Absence: 
Cllrs. Tim Carty and Robert Tizzard.

	
67

	
Declarations of Interest:
None.

	

	
68
	
Adoption of Minutes:
It was proposed by Cllr. Lockey to adopt the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 16th December 2025; seconded by Cllr. Phillips and resolved unanimously.


	
69




	
Planning, Tree & Licensing Applications made to Somerset Council – South Team:
1. Proposal: Proposed internal refurbishment and restoration of West Cottage
Location: Ven, London Road, Milborne Port, DT9 5RA
Applicant: Mr Mike Fisher
Application Type: Householder Application
Application Number: 25/02936/HOU 
Deadline: 7th January 2026 – extension agreed.

2. Proposal: Proposed internal refurbishment and restoration of West Cottage
Location: Ven, London Road, Milborne Port, DT9 5RA
Applicant: Mr Mike Fisher
Application Type: Listed Building Consent
Application Number: 25/02937/LBC
Deadline: 7th January 2026 – extension agreed.

Cllr. Lockey proposed that the Parish Council support both Ven applications; seconded by Cllr. Phillips and resolved unanimously.

3. Proposal: Erection of two single storey extensions to front of dwelling with single roof and skylights
Location: 23 West View, Station Road, Milborne Port, DT9 5EJ
Applicant: Mr Matthew Laughton
Application Type: Householder Application
Application Number: 25/03028/HOU
Deadline: 30th January 2026

Cllr. Lockey proposed that the Parish Council support this application; seconded by Cllr. Price and resolved unanimously.

Notification only – not on published agenda
4. Proposal: Application to carry out work to No. 1 tree as shown within the Wincanton Rural District Council  (MIPO 1) 1973 TPO. T1 – Sycamore ‘pollard at the point of division due to multiple cavities and disease. 
Location: Sycamore, Higher Gunville, Milborne Port, DT9 5AW
Applicant: G Biss
Application Type: Tree Preservation Order
Application Number: 25/00070/TPO 

This notification was received.

Notification only – not on published agenda
5. Proposal: Intent to fell No. 3 trees within a conservation area. Group 3 x conifer – fell. Larger tree to east causing wall failure, all three felling as client wishes to make room for smaller species. 
Location: Highmore, Bathwell Lane, Milborne Port, DT9 5AN
Applicant: Valerie King
Application Type: Work to trees
Application Number: 26/00066/TCA 

This notification was received. The Committee Officer was asked to forward an observation to the Tree Officer that the Parish Council notes the potential negative visual impact on this conservation area.

Action: Committee Officer to respond to Somerset Council accordingly.


	
70
	
Planning Committee Budget Update:
Not available for the meeting. 


	
71
	
Planning Enforcement Updates:
a) Brook Street – This item was covered from 7.06-7.34 pm, between items 68 and 69.
It was reported that there have been numerous concerns regarding suspected breaches of planning permission at the site on Brook Street where there is already an enforcement order in place. Somerset Council’s current position is that it is not in the public interest to pursue the enforcement order. A summary of the history of this site was provided; there was a retrospective application to reinstate a version of the wall that had been removed without permission but it could not be determined because of the active enforcement and issue over ownership. The breaches of planning regulations that are believed to have taken place were summarized. 
It was agreed that the Tree Officer would be contacted as a matter of urgency by the Committee Officer in relation to the possible breaches of Tree Protection Orders. 

It was agreed that the details of these concerns with be communicated to Somerset Councillors Clark and Burt, and an urgent meeting will be requested in order to discuss what steps can be taken to address these issues.

b) The Queen’s Head.
The report from the Development Manager (Enforcement), Somerset Council was received and discussed. He has inspected the property and concluded that the property and yard are not in sufficient state of dis-repair that Notices under Sect 215 of the T&CP act 1990 would be reasonable or proportionate at this time. The building is secure and there are signs of repairs and repainting being undertaken…The exterior doors and window frames have been repainted in grey, which would not require consent as it is only the first coating of paint on listed buildings that requires consent. Thereafter they can be repainted in any colour chosen if it is not a bright colour that would in some way detract from the listed status.

Members agreed to continue to monitor the condition of this Grade II listed building, in particular regarding the paint work colour.
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Verbal Updates / Reports:
a) Update on Previous Planning Applications: nothing to report.
b) Update on Current Live Housing Development Applications: nothing to report.
c) Update on Construction Management of Active Sites: nothing to report. 
d) Update on Highway Issues: 
· Cllr. Lockey will liaise with the local contractor who will be installing the new SID pole at Gainsborough.
· Cllr. Lockey reported that the SID that had been damaged and was thought now not to be working is in fact working so no further action is required. 
· Cllr. Lockey will take photos of the area at the bottom of Lower Gunville that would benefit from a dropped curve.
· There are several potholes on North Street; the Committee Officer will take photographs and report to Somerset Council.

e) Committee Officer’s Report: 
· A document about a Somerset Council pre-consultation on Public Spaces Protection Orders and dog control had been circulated before the meeting. Cllr. Lockey offered to read through the material and report back; the deadline for responding is 20th March 2026.
· A letter from Ken Parke Planning Consultants regarding a forthcoming outline planning application by Bracken Developments for a development on the site at Court Lane had been circulated before the meeting and was discussed. It was noted that previous concerns about access and drainage have not been explicitly addressed. It was agreed that the Committee Officer will respond with an invitation to attend a Planning Committee meeting. 

	
	Meeting ended at 7.58 pm.
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